DECr01-2004 16:36 



RLCflTEL LEfl, INC. 



972 477 9328 P. 08/13 



Serial No.: 10/092,113 
Examiner: GopftlC. Ray 

REMARKS/AltGUMENTS 

Claims 14-19 and 22-2S lemain in this application. 

The Examiner has required proposed drawing corrections or coirected drawings. 
Proposed drawing corrections are submitted herewifli as copies of Figs. 1-4, with the required 
legend proposed to be added. 

The specification has been amended to revise information about related applications, as 

required. 

Claims 14-17 have been rejected under 35 USC 104(a) as being unpatentable over Loach 
et al. in view of Balakrishnan. Independent claim 14 has been amended to recite that "connector 
holes forming said rPl and rP2 connector segments correspond to connector holes forming said 
PI and P2 connector segments but are electrically separated therefrom". This is not the 
anangement found in Loach, which teaches (col. 6, lines 57-60) 10-row connectors loaded with 
9 rows of pins on the rear of the backplane, and 7-row connectors on the front, with 6 rows of the 
pins jaojecting through the badqplane into the front connectors and 3 rovra only projectmg into 
the badcplane. 

Moreover. Applicants do not see that the Balakrishnan reference provides the motivation 
for the problem solved or the structure described in their claim 14. Balakrishnan. relatively free 
of constraints, has designed a high capability backplane. The Arust of the present invention is 
expanding the capability of a sj^em, while confoiming to the CPCI standard and to third-party 
card components conforming with that standard v^ch must be plugged into the bac]q>lane. 

It is submitted that the Loach and Balakrishnan referraces do not suggest the de»rability 
of the solution provided by the present invention as claimed or the solution itself Accordingly, 
it is requested that claims 14-19 and 22-25 be allowed. 
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It is believed that the foregoing ameadment places the Application in condition for 
allowance; therefore. Applicant respectfully requests allowance of same. Should the Examine 
have any further comments or suggestions^ it is respectfully requested that the Examiner contact 
the undersigned to expeditiously resolve any outstanding issues. 



Alcatel 

Intellectual Property Department 
3400 W. Piano Parkway, M/S LEGL2 
Piano, TX 75075 
Phone: (972)519-3735 
Fax: (972)477-9328 
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